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Figuring Midterm Grades Made Easier

Looking forward to those midterm grade calculations? 1f not,

consider using the WebCT grade book. Enter your midterm

grade formula just once, and WebCT will calculate your midterm .___ -
grades including the percentage and letter grade. You will not :

need to crunch any numbers with a calculator, and you won’t risk IN THIS IS SUE
any calculation errors. You can export your grades to Excel in -Cheating online: Can

just a few steps. Call the Online Learning Office if you would it be stopped?

like to set up your gradebook in WebCT.

*Let WebCT figure
Respondus and StudyMate: your midterm and
Tools You Can Use final averages

There is a tool available to all Hocking College faculty that will
*Respondus and

StudyMate: Tools
you can use to cre-

help you create electronic learning objects for your students. If
you are a HC faculty member, Respondus and StudyMate are

available to you as a download from WebCT. Hocking College
ate useful (and fun!)

study aids

purchases a license for our faculty to use this product every year,

so please take advantage of it.
With Respondus, you can create exams or import existing exams (including those you already
have in Word or those from publisher test banks) for use in WebCT or for editing and print. In
StudyMate, you can create learning objects for your students to use in your course. You can
use your own questions, or if your textbook publisher uses StudyMate, there may be a testbank
of questions that you can use to create your study aids. StudyMate uses your questions to au-
tomatically generate references and interactive learning objects such as (continued on page 2)
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flash cards, a glossary, matching, fill-in-the-blank, pick-a-letter (Wheel of Fortune-style game),

crossword puzzles, and Challenge (Jeopardy-style game).

If this sounds interesting, give it a try! Go to our web page (http://online.hocking.edy) and
give Joni or Billy in the Online Learning Office a call to get the WebCT ID and password (753-

7116 or 753-7217). When you enter the course, you will see two links for downloading the zip
files for StudyMate and Respondus. Download and unzip the files, and read the three docu-
ments in each file to get started. If you need help downloading the programs or learning to use
them, just let the Online Learning Office know. We will be glad to help. We want you to take

advantage of the resources Hocking College makes available to you, so please don’t hesitate to
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Screenshot of just one of the many learning object choices in StudyMate
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Cheating on Online Tests

In an effort to increase student access to higher education,
we put more courses and course materials including our exams
- online, but in the process of making education more accessible,
we also open up different kinds of opportunities for academic

- dishonesty. This is particularly true with online quizzes and

exams. What can we do about it? Here are a few suggestions.

It’s open book! 1f students are taking their online tests outside of a proctored classroom, they are us-
ing their books, notes, the internet, and any other resource available to them at that moment including
their family members, neighbors, and cell phones. This is not necessarily a bad thing; it just requires
a different approach to writing test questions. When creating an online test, assume that it is an open-
book test. Write test questions that require application of facts, concepts, and principles that the stu-
dents have learned rather than memorization and recitation. However, assessment of memorization of a
set basic facts is sometimes necessary. If this is the case, read on to the next suggestion . . .

Set a time limit. Estimate the amount of time your students will need to complete the quiz, and set a
quiz time limit in the “Edit quiz settings” options for that quiz in WebCT. Setting a time limit on a quiz
encourages students to study before taking the quiz and discourages spending a lot of time looking up
answers.

Use question pools and essay questions. 1f you have a large question pool, students will get a ran-
dom set of questions and be less likely to get the same quiz as another student in the class, and it makes
passing questions and answers on to future students less attractive. If you are low on test question
ideas, find out if your textbook publisher has a testbank. You might get some good ideas there.

Lower the stakes. 1t is a good idea to use something in addition to quizzes to perform assessment.
Consider weighting class projects, writings, and other assignments more heavily than quizzes and tests.
Projects that truly reflect student learning and student character are often a better assessment tool than a
multiple choice test, and attributing a lower proportion of the final grade to multiple choice tests lowers
the risk that the student feels in a testing situation. A decreased sense of anxiety associated with testing
can improve performance, reduce the temptation to cheat, and even create a situation where learning

takes place in the testing process!

Click i ’s ideas about how to prevent online cheating . . .|
And pontact your Online Learning Coordinatot for addtional suggestions!



http://www.ctdlc.org/faculty/TeachingTips/avoidcheating.html
http://online.hocking.edu/contact.php

